| I and bottle, as well as the journey we
consumers make to buy that bottle in

our local off-licence or supermarket. This
includes shipping corks, barrels and bottles
around the globe. The remaining 30 to 40 per
cent comes from transporting the wine itself.
Several years ago, Dr Tyler Coleman, who
writes a website under the name Dr Vino
(www.drvino.com), collaborated with
sustainability expert Pablo Paster to determine
how damaging wine is to the environment.

Although most vineyards require fertiliser, as
well as fungicides and pesticides, apparently
these requirements are small compared to other
crops. I would have thought that the biggest
environmental problem created is water use,
but this is not mentioned in the report. Most
vineyards located in sunny, dry areas are
irrigated, and large amounts of water are also
used in making wine. In many regions, water is
in short supply, and must be purchased. The use
of huge tracts of deserts, and deforestation in
other areas would also make a difference. But,
overall, making wine does not have a huge
impact on the environment. Quite often the
determining factor is how that wine gets to you,
the drinker.
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